[Surgical repair of a dissecting aortic aneurysm with entry at proximal descending aorta through left thoracotomy--a case report].
A 45-year-old man underwent a distal arch and descending aortic replacement through a left thoracotomy. His chronic type A dissecting aortic aneurysm had the entry at the proximal descending aorta. After 9 years of his first dissection, he suffered from a second dissection. In computerized tomogram (CT), the ascending and descending aorta enlarged to 6.0 cm and 7.0 cm in diameter, respectively and descending aorta showed a three channeled dissection. The open proximal anastomosis technique was used under the deep hypothermic circulatory arrest (HCA) followed by selective cerebral perfusion (SCP). Surgical repair included the obliteration of the proximal false lumen at the level between the left carotid and subclavian artery. A thrombosed retrograde dissection in the ascending aorta was revealed in postoperative evaluation, and decreased in size at follow up CT.